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SUBJECT: CZECHS COMPLAIN ABOUT TIMES EDITORIAL 

1 . DURING PROTOCOL CALL ON THE ACTING SECRETARY TO PRESENT 
COPIES OF HIS CREDENTIALS, AMBASSADOR JOHANES SAID HE COULD 
NOT FAIL TO BRING UP THE NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIAL MAY 4 

IN WHICH IT USED "ABUSIVE AND SLANDEROUS LANGUAGE" AGAINST 
THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRESIDENT. HE SAID THE CZECHOSLOVAK PRESS 
DOES NOT "TOUCH" THE US PRESIDENT AND HE THOUGHT THAT WE 
COULD USE OUR INFLUENCE WITH THE US PRESS. ACTING SECRETARY 
REPLIED THIS WAS NOT TRUE HERE, WE HAVE NO INFLUENCE WITH 
THE PRESS. JOHANES SAID THAT AFTER THE PREVIOUS INCIDENT 
AND THE LETTER TO THE TIMES, THEY GOT THE FEELING IT WOULD 
NOT HAPPEN AGAIN. 

2. ACTING SECRETARY TOLD JOHANES HE SHOULD HAVE NO DOUBT 
ABOUT EXECUTIVE BRANCH'S GOOD FAITH IN CLAIMS/GOLD ISSUE. 
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HE TOLD JOHANES THE DOOR WAS OPEN TO HIM AND ASKED HIM TO 
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ASSURE GOC THAT WE WANT GOOD RELATIONS AND WILL WORK IN 
THAT DIRECTION. ALSO, ACTING SECRETARY SAID HE IS KEENLY 
CONSCIOUS OF SOME INCIDENTS AFFECTING CZECHOSLOVAK DIPLOMATS 
AND WE WOULD COOPERATE WITH HIM. 

3. IOHANES AFTERWARDS TOLD ANDREWS (EUR/EE) THAT EMBASSY 

WOULD WRITE A LETTER TO THE NYT. ANDREWS AGREED THIS WAS 
BEST STEP. SISCO 
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